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CURRENT EVENTS.....

Urban Commuter / Light Rail / Modern Streetcar News!
***

PHILADELPHIA, PA - It was bound to happen one day and, after over a century of operation, on Thursday,
December 9, one of SEPTA's marvelous and extremely durable 1981-vintage Kawasaki-built streetcars struck a
freight train on Main Street in Darby, PA. Note the crossing gate arm resting on the trolley roof. Philadelphia
operates 112 of these cars on five routes in West Philadelphia, Route 10 - Lancaster/Lansdowne Avenues,
Route 11 - Woodland Avenue, Route 13, Chester Avenue, Route 34, Baltimore Avenue and Route 36, Elmwood
Avenue.

The Southern California Traction Club will be appearing next at the Great Train Shows on February 12-13, 2022 (Orange Count

 



In the next aerial photo, the trolley has obviously been moved back from the impact point or
bounced back from the impact.

Here is the operator's view at the railroad crossing!

 

 

OTHER TRACTION ITEMS:

Bowser's New HO Scale Trolley Poles!
***

Early last month, Bowser received the first trolley poles from its new supplier, DongGuan Manufactory. This
supplier replaces the supplier, AFFA, lost in 2018. Because of the restrictions on travel caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Bowser trolley team could not visit China but had to use trusted personnel already in China
to help with the transfer of molds and drawings. The team last visited China in early 2019 and made
arrangements to keep the transfer to the new supplier moving swiftly. These trolley poles will be used on the
new Kansas City all-electric PCC that should be seen in 2022.

The new supplier is very improvement oriented and when given the older poles fabricated in the former AFFA
facility. he made some very good upgrades, the most noticeable in the pole pivot, part #12508. The next photo
shows the older #12508 next to the new #12508. Both have the same 1mm diameter hole for the trolley pole
but the thickness of the pivot has been lessened to permit a smaller hole in the roof.



The 2009 version of the
trolley pole pivot, part
#12508 at left with the
new 2021 version at
right.

The major effect is a
smaller hole required in
the roof of the trolley
model.

The 2021 newer, thinner #12508 was compared to the older, 2009 version with the following
results:

 2009 version 2021 version

Total length (mm) 9.65 mm 9.55mm

Barrel thickness (mm) 1.96 mm 1.52mm

Collar Diameter
3.1 mm 3.2 mm

Interior Shaft Opening 1.0 mm 1.0 mm

In the left photo:

1. Left: 2021 version of
the Bowser 12600 trolley
pole with 2009 #12508
pivot.

2. Center: 2009 version
of the Bowser 12600
trolley pole with the
2021 #12508 pivot.

3. Right: Miniatures by
Eric HT-P2 trolley pole

When Bowser Manufacturing realized in 2008 that they had to upgrade the old Pennsylvania Scale
Models trolley pole that they had been using with their original four metal-bodied trolley cars,
they approached Eric Courtney (Miniatures by Eric) of Alberta, Canada, about his HT-P2 trolley
pole which also used a 1.0mm pin base. Eric was fabricating and marketing four different versions
of HO scale trolley poles all of which were using the 1.0 mm pin base. Eric sent Bowser examples
of his HT-P2 poles and allowed Bowser to use his design.

Custom Traxx makes the Bowser 12508 pivots available with all four of the Miniatures by Eric
HO scale trolley poles.

Note: We just learned from Bowser Manufacturing that we can expect their new HO
scale ex-Kansas City PCC car in the summer of 2022.
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